INTRODUCTION
By Dr James A B Scherer*
Mr Chaman Lai has honored me by asking that I write this intro-
duction, which I do gladly
In so far as I have had the opportunity to examine the manu
script it seems to me that three features distinguish it
Mr Lai has a fresh approach to his subject Myriads of books
have been written about Japan, the majority on the same pattern
Foreign writers usually articulate a skeleton from the dry bones of
history and envelope it with flesh and blood kneaded from their own
observations Everything depends on their skill in selecting the right
bones and the vitality with which they clothe them Few have suc-
ceeded in producing good books Mr Lai has succeeded, because in
the first place his approach is that of an Indian and in the second be-
cause he has rare penetration As an Indian he is saturated with the
history and the ideils of the East, so that he has an inborn apprehen
sion of his framework As a trained journalist who has studied
many lands and many people he knows how to find out secrets
The secrets of Japan   as he discerns them make fresh and instruc-
tive reading
Mr Lai writes sympathetically   It is to be doubted whether any
writer on any country can do his subject justice unless he is sym
pathetic   Without sympathy he cannot penetrate to the heart of the
matter and acquire for the time the outlook of the people of whom
he is writing   And in the case of Japan there is scant danger of ex-
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